
Dana LeDuc, who’s now with the St. Louis Rams. “We got
the job at UT to outfit their new weight facility with one con-
dition,” said Dave. “That was that their equipment was differ-
ent from A & M’s.” In short order, the two Texas deals were
followed by another at BYU, again on a personal recommen-
dation from a coach.

Steady, solid growth characterized the next 22 years for
Samson. Dozens of D-I universities, hundreds of high schools
and even 23 NFL teams have become Samson customers. Not
to mention 11 NBA teams, five NHL teams and 16 MLB
clubs. Today, the company is a multi-million dollar enter-
prise. You’ll find Samson equipment in countries all over the
world, and even in the White House. “President Bush used to
train on our equipment at the University of Texas when he
was Governor,” explained Scott Schroeder, Dave’s son and

Samson’s Sales Manager. “So he could train at home, he
ordered a home gym unit for the Governor’s mansion. Shortly
after he was elected President, we received an order from the
White House for the same type of unit.”

Scott and brothers Brian and Brad grew up around Samson
Equipment, assisting with a wide variety of tasks and learning
the business from the inside out.  “We basically did every-
thing that needed to be done,” according to Scott. He and
Brian, however, left Las Cruces for college and each eventu-
ally landed jobs as strength and conditioning coaches; Scott at
Texas State University in San Marcos and Brian at the
University of Hawaii. Today, they’re both back at Samson,
managing sales and marketing. “The work we did when we
were young really helped prepare us for the custom jobs we
handle today, which is such a big part of our business,” said
Scott. Brad, who’s a systems analyst in the New Mexico
Governor’s office, finds time to design and maintain the com-
pany website. With Scott, Brian, Brad and their parents all
involved in the day-to-day operations and management of
Samson, it has remained very much a family business.

There have been many milestones in the 31 years since
Dave and Linda Schroeder founded Samson. But regardless of
how much the company has grown, they’ve never varied far
from Dave Schroeder’s original business philosophy – build
solid equipment using the best materials available, make it
affordable, back it up with a powerful warranty, and put the
focus on customers.�
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So, in July 1976, Dave and Linda decided to invest $2,000, create
a company that would build equipment that was tough, durable, and
priced right; perfect for the growing school market. Samson Weight
Training Equipment Inc. was born – in the Schroeder’s garage.  

Without a marketing budget, Dave had to rely on word-of-mouth
advertising and networking with football coaches in the early years.
“I was a one-man show,” said Dave. “Every time I made a sale and
delivered equipment, I’d stop to visit every school along the way to
meet with football coaches I knew from playing and coaching.”
Gradually the sales did come. Dave points to one particularly impor-
tant new customer in 1985 that kick-started Samson’s business with
major football programs – Texas A & M.

“At that time, A & M was building what was said to be the largest
weight room in the country,” Dave remembered. “On a recommen-
dation from one of our customers, their strength and conditioning
coach Bert Hill contacted me. In those days, it was actually easier to
sell our equipment to someone who was more knowledgeable and
Bert knew all the right questions to ask about how our equipment
was built and the quality parts we used. He was also concerned about
the equipment being suitable for all A & M athletes, from a 4’10”
gymnast to a 7’ basketball player and was pleased that all of our
equipment was adjustable. After he visited our facility in Las Cruces
and saw our manufacturing process, we got the business.” 

It wasn’t long before Dave got a call from Texas’ strength coach
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Dave Schroeder faced a common dilemma among high school coaches in the 1970’s – how to create an effective weight
training facility with a limited budget in an era when equipment was very expensive and would frequently last only a few
years. As a coach of football, wrestling and track and field at the high school level in Texas and New Mexico and a former

lineman and graduate assistant at New Mexico State, Dave was a pioneer in incorporating weight training into his athletes’ training
regimens. His philosophy was shared by his wife, Linda, who coached swimming, gymnastics and field hockey at New Mexico
State.  “Both Linda and I recognized that strength training gave our athletes a competitive edge,” recalled Dave. “But there were
no companies at that time catering to our needs: affordable, well-designed equipment that was built to last.” 

Samson founders Dave and Linda Schroeder. 
Texas A & M’s weight room was a breakthrough deal for Samson in 1985.
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CUSTOM WORK LEADS
TO LOYAL CUSTOMERS

Ahallmark of Samson’s business is customer loyalty – many
strength and conditioning coaches have remained Samson
customers for years despite switching programs. Take Mike

Durand.
Head Strength & Conditioning Coach of Lakeside School in

Seattle, Durand believes in sticking with a good thing. That’s why he
has been a Samson customer for over 10 years. Samson’s Strength &
Conditioning High School Coach of the Year in 2006, Durand has
held positions at high schools, colleges and even the NFL. At every
stop, he’s chosen Samson, in particular for their ability to customize
their equipment to meet his specific needs.

“I first purchased from Samson when I was at the University of
Utah back in 1997,” recalled Durand. “Samson made six custom 10'
tall power racks with interlocking dip attachments and custom pull up
bars.  I’ve purchased something from Samson everywhere I’ve
worked.  From single pieces of equipment at the University of Kansas
and the Oakland Raiders to fully equipped weight rooms at Eastern
Michigan University and Harvard-Westlake School to my current
position at Lakeside, where Samson just completed an entire custom
weight room for us.”  

When Durand needed a new piece of equipment to perform a spe-
cific task, Samson was there. “I had an idea about a custom piece of
equipment, and Samson showed me how they could make it work,”
he said. Just as important, according to Durand, is making equipment
that maximizes the space in your facility. “They can customize any
piece of equipment to fit your weight room, regardless of floor space
or ceiling height.”

Samson’s willingness to customize their equipment sets them apart
from many of their competitors. “Customer satisfaction is our number
one goal,” according to Scott Schroeder. “Often, that means building
equipment that’s sized to fit the exact dimensions of a room.”

Mike Durand offers potential customers some useful advice. “If you
are outfitting an entire weight room take the time and meet with Samson
and go over every detail of your wants and needs.  The last two weight
rooms we have outfitted I have gone down and met with Samson at their
facility and spent an entire day covering every detail. There is no better
way to do it and there is no better company to do it with.”

Lakeside School in Seattle.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [630.000 810.000]
>> setpagedevice


